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The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  is  responsible  for  the  balanced 
management  of  the  Public  Land  and  resources  and  their  various  values 
so  that  they  are  considered  in  the  combination  that  will  best  serve  the 
needs  of  the  American  people.  BLM  management  is  based  upon  the 
principles  of  multiple  use  and  sustained  yield;  a  combination  of  uses 
that  takes  into  account  the  long  term  needs  of  future  generations  for 
renewable  and  nonrenewable  resources.  These  resources  include 
recreation,  range,  timber,  minerals,  watershed,  fish  and  wildlife, 
wilderness  and  natural,  scenic,  scientific  and  historical  values. 
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Dear  Reader: 

The  Socorro  Resource  Management  Plan  (RMP)  was  finalized  in  January  1989.  The 
plan  is  designed  to  be  fully  implemented  over  a  20-year  period.  To  date, 
almost  3  years  of  the  total  20-year  implementation  plan  have  been  completed. 

This  second  update  to  the  Socorro  RMP  provides  you  with  Fiscal  Years  (FY)  1990 
and  1991  accomplishments  and  contains  the  planned  actions  to  implement  the  RMP 
for  FY  1992.  The  first  RMP  update  was  distributed  in  April.  1990  and  covered 
FY  1989  implementation  accomplishments. 

The  Socorro  Rangeland  Program  Summary  (RPS)  update  is  a  part  of  this  document 
as  it  will  be  in  all  future  updates. 

National  initiatives  in  resources  management,  including  Wildlife  2000  and 
Recreation  2000,  which  came  about  since  the  completion  of  the  Socorro  RMP  have 
directed  emphasis  toward  riparian,  wildlife  and  recreation  management.  These 
emphasis  will  be  reflected  in  accomplishments  and  planned  actions  for  the 
remainder  of  this  decade. 

If  you  desire  more  specific  information  or  would  like  to  become  more  involved 
in  the  resource  management  process,  we  encourage  you  to  attend  one  of  the  two 
open  house  sessions  to  be  held  at  the  Socorro  Resource  Area  Office,  198  Neel 
Ave.,  Socorro,  NM,  87801  on  February  25,  1992.  The  first  session  will  be  held 
from  1:30  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  and  the  second  from  6:30  p.m.  to  8:00  p.m.  on  this 
date.   If  you  are  unable  to  attend,  you  may  contact  us  at  the  address  noted 
above  indicating  the  specific  proposed  activities  of  interest  to  you. 

Your  continued  interest  and  involvement  in  specific  management  actions  to 
implement  the  Socorro  RMP  is  encouraged.  We  look  forward  to  continued  public 
cooperation  and  participation  as  the  RMP  is  implemented  in  the  coming  years. 

Sincerely, 


Harlen  Smith 
Area  Manager 
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RESOURCE  AREA  PROFILE 


SOCORRO  RESOURCE  AREAPROFRj: 


The  Socorro  Resource  Area  (SRA)  is  located  in  the  west-central  portion  of  New 
Mexico.  The  SRA  contains  approximately  1.5  million  acres  of  public  surface  and  2.2 
million  acres  of  Federal  minerals  located  in  Socorro  and  Catron  Counties.  Public  land 
accounts  for  approximately  17.4  percent  of  the  total  land  area  and  62.5  percent  of  the 
mineral  estate  of  these  counties.  Generally,  the  lands  are  well  blocked  in  the  Quemado, 
Pelona  Mountain,  Ladron,  and  Stallion  areas.  However,  in  other  portions  of  the  SRA 
public  land  is  isolated  and  scattered.  Although  the  SRA  is  characterized  by  its  rural 
qualities,  with  its  vast  open  spaces  and  sparse  population,  it  is  not  without  some  urban 
and  suburban  development. 

Public  land  in  the  SRA  receives  significant  use  from  persons  outside  the  two  county 
region.  There  are  five  recreation  areas.  The  Datil  Well  Campground  receives  ap- 
proximately 3,500  overnight  campers  and  500  picnickers  annually.  Forty  miles  of  the 
Continental  Divide  National  Scenic  Trail  and  24  miles  of  the  Quebradas  Backcountry 
Byway,  which  occur  in  the  SRA,  have  received  National  attention.  Hunting,  especially 
elk  and  antelope,  is  a  big  recreation  item  in  the  SRA.  Eight  to  ten  outfitter  and  guide 
permits  are  issued  annually.  Also,  at  least  two  permits  are  issued  for  motorcross  or  other 
competitive  recreation  events. 

There  are  12  Wilderness  Study  Areas  (WSAs)  containing  297,000  acres  of  public  land 
within  the  SRA. 

Archaeological  evidence  of  past  cultures  is  abundant  in  the  SRA.  Four  sites  are  listed 
in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places;  two  of  the  most  significant  sites  are  Bat 
Cave  and  Fort  Craig. 

The  SRA  includes  diverse  habitats  resulting  in  a  wide  diversity  of  wildlife  species.  In 
addition,  there  are  12  miles  of  riparian  habitats.  Habitat  acreage  figures  for  some  of 
the  more  prominent  wildlife  species  in  the  Resource  Area  include: 


Antelope 

Deer 

Elk 

Small  game  (dove,  quail) 

Non-game  (mice,  rats,  song  birds) 

Threatened  and  Endangered  plants  and  animals 


1,319,000  acres 

900,000  acres 

780,000  acres 

1,319,000  acres 

1,319,000  acres 

3,000  acres 


The  SRA  manages  255  grazing  allotments  comprised  of  diverse  desert  rangelands 
whose  productivity  is  controlled  by  a  highly  variable  and  unpredictable  rainfall. 

Currently  the  most  economical  minerals  in  the  SRA  are  sand ,  gravel,  and  coal,  although 
the  region  is  highly  mineralized. 


INTRODUCTION 


INTRODUCTION 


This  is  the  second  Socorro  Resource  Management  Plan  (RMP) 
update.  The  purpose  of  this  update  is  to  inform  the  public  of  the 
progress  made  in  implementing  the  Socorro  RMP,  which  was 
completed  in  January  1989.  Implementation  of  the  RMP  will 
occur  over  a  20-year  period.  Periodic  updates  will  be  issued  until 
the  plan  is  completed.  This  update  will  identify  progress  made 
during  Fiscal  Years  (FY)  1990  and  1991  (beginning  October  1989 
through  September  1991)  and  the  planned  actions  for  FY  92  and 
the  first  three  months  of  FY  93. 

Progress  and  planned  actions  are  presented  in  this  document  by 
resource  program.  Implementation  actions  are  presented  in  short 
concise  statements.  Where  more  detail  is  required  for  clarity, 
'Program  Notes" are  included. 

The  listed  planned  actions  are  actions  or  projects  identified  in 
the  RMP  for  implementation  during  FY  1992  and  the  first  quarter 
of  FY  1993.  Specific  development  steps  (e.g.,  writing  environ- 
mental assessments  [EA]  or  installing  gates,  fences,  etc.)  neces- 
sary to  implement  projects  (e.g.,  establish  sand  and  gravel  pit  for 
community  use,  implement  three  allotment  plans)  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  list  of  planned  actions. 

A  list  of  the  EAs,  completed  in  FY  1990  and  1991,  is  provided 
in  the  Appendix  A.  All  completed  EAs  are  available  for  public 
review  in  the  Socorro  Resource  Area  (SRA)  Office. 

All  scheduled  planned  actions  are  projections  based  on  current 
priorities  and  budgets  for  the  FY.  If  changes  in  priorities  or 
budget  allocations  shift  during  the  FY,  the  schedule  for  the 
planned  actions  may  also  change.  For  some  decisions,  insufficient 
budget  allocations  necessitates  work  to  proceed  over  several 
years  before  project  completion.  Also,  note  that  some  decisions 
are  implemented  over  the  life  of  the  RMP.  The  rate  of  implemen- 
tation is  also  set  by  the  budget  and  priorities. 


HIGHLIGHTS 


The  Fence  Lake  Project  Federal  Coal  Lease,  which  was  com- 
pleted on  October  1,  1991,  culminated  several  years  of  work 
including  the  RMP  and  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS). 


Mining  and  reclamation  on  this  6,442-acre  lease  will  be  a  priority 
for  the  SRA  over  the  next  50  years. 

Recreational  use  of  public  land  continues  to  increase.  Develop- 
ment and  management  of  the  Fort  Craig  Special  Management 
Area  is  another  undertaking  which  has  been  dominant  since  the 
completion  of  the  RMP  and  will  remain  so  for  many  years.  The 
recreational  potential  at  Fort  Craig  is  virtually  untapped.  The 
Datil  Well  Campground  has  been  a  bright  spot  for  the  SRA  and 
will  continue  as  long  as  it  is  the  only  campground  along  Highway 
60  in  western  New  Mexico.  Visitors  to  the  Quebradas  Back- 
country  Byway  are  enticed  by  numerous  regional  and  National 
publications. 

The  Boyd  Ranch  Land  Exchange  was  undertaken  in  support  of 
RMP  initiatives  for  range,  recreation,  wildlife,  and  wilderness. 
The  exchange  utilizes  a  pool  of  several  small  isolated  public  land 
tracts  which  will  be  exchanged  for  12,330  acres  of  the  Boyd  Ranch 
in  east-central  Catron  County.  The  exchange  will  result  in  an  even 
larger  block  of  public  land  which  can  be  more  efficiently 
managed. 

The  emphasis  for  wildlife  management  in  the  SRA  has  been  the 
enhancement  of  riparian  habitats  and  protection  of  threatened  or 
endangered  species  habitat. 


CHANGING  THE  RMP 


The  Socorro  RMP  is  the  guiding  document  for  management  of 
the  public  land  resources  in  the  SRA  for  the  20  years  following 
its  completion.  The  document  can  be  amended  and  updated  to 
ensure  that  the  anticipated  life  expectancyis  met. The  techniques 
for  amending  the  plan  are:  plan  maintenance,  amendment,  or 
revision.  Plan  maintenance  includes  correcting  errors  in  the  text, 
updating  data  bases,  and  correcting  mapping  errors.  No  decisions 
are  changed  through  the  maintenance  process.  Plan  amendments 
are  major  changes  which  affect  one  or  more  of  the  RMP 
decisions.  Plan  revision  involves  a  complete  rewrite  of  the  RMP. 
No  amendments  were  made  to  the  RMP  during  FY  1990  or  1991 , 
and  no  amendments  are  anticipated  during  FY  1992  or  FY  1993. 

Five  maintenance  actions  were  completed  during  FY  1990. 
Plan  Change  Number  1  clarified  actions  which  can  occur  in  the 
Class  I  Visual  Resource  Management  Area  of  the  Ladron  Area 
of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  (ACEC).  "Restrict  authoriza- 
tions for  rights-of-way  and  leases"  was  the  directive  for  the  ACEC. 
This  was  expanded  to  exclude  authorizations  of  rights-of-way  and 


leases  within  Class  I  areas  to  bring  the  decision  within  Bureau 
policy.  Plan  Change  Number  2  changed  a  fluid  leasing  stipulation 
which  was  for  seasonal  restriction  (SRA-2)  to  the  standard 
stipulation  (SRA-1).  Plan  Changes  Numbers  3  and  4  corrected 
erroneous  legal  descriptions.  Plan  Change  Number  5  corrected 
an  acreage  calculation. 

Two  maintenance  actions  were  completed  during  FY  1991.  Plan 
Change  Number  6  further  refined  the  acreage  corrections  made 
in  Plan  Change  Number  5.  Plan  Change  Number  7  added  the 
San  Pedro  ACEC,  which  was  inadvertently  omitted  on  the 
original, Right-of-Way  Exclusion  and  Avoidance  Area  Map  (2-8). 


RESOURCE  PROGRAMS 
IMPLEMENTATION  ACTIONS 
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RESOURCE  PROGRAMS 
IMPLEMENTATION  ACTIONS 


LANDS 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
1990 

•  Completed  casework  on  the  last  of  the  Middle  Rio 
Grande  Occupancy  Resolution  Program  (MRGORP) 
color-of-title  and  sale  cases. 

•  Initiated  the  Boyd  Ranch  Land  Exchange  to  acquire 
12,330  acres  of  private  land  in  exchange  for  a  similar 
acreage  of  isolated  and  uneconomically  feasible  to 
manage  public  land. 

•  Completed  record  notations  for  all  county  roads  within 
Socorro  County. 

•  Completed  32  rights-of-way  across  public  land. 
•Monitored  all  sanitary  landfill  sites  within  the  SRA. 

•  Pursued  resolution  of  36  unauthorized  uses  of  public  land. 

1991 

•Completed  right-of-way  avoidance  area  plan. 

•Continued  processing  of  MRGORP  sales  and 
color-of-title. 

•Completed  casework  towards  resolution  of  unauthorized 
occupancies  within  the  Aragon  Townsite. 

•  Acquired  easement  across  State  trust  and  private  lands  to 
Horse  Mountain  WSA. 

•Initiated  easement  acquisition  into  Devil's  Backbone 
WSA. 

•Continued  to  process  Boyd  Ranch  Land  Exchange. 

•Completed  record  notations  for  all  Catron  county  roads. 

•  Withdrew  200  acres  of  Arroyo  del  Tajo  ACEC  from 
mineral  entry. 

•Pursued  resolution  of  unauthorized  uses  of  the  public 
land. 


MINERALS 


PENDING  ACTIONS 

•Reinstate  exchange  negotiations  with  the  State  of  New 
Mexico. 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
1990 

•Established  community  sand  and  gravel  sale  pit  at 
Escondida. 

•Permitted  37  sales  of  mineral  materials,  including  5 
free-use  permits  to  counties  and  New  Mexico  State 
Highway  Department. 

•  Completed  the  draft  and  final  EIS  for  the  Fence  Lake 
Federal  Coal  Lease. 

•Completed  the  Mineral  Report  for  the  MRGORP. 

11991. 

•Permitted  11  sales  of  mineral  materials,  including  2 
free-use  contracts  to  the  New  Mexico  State  Highway 
Department. 

•  Completed  maps  for  oil  and  gas  leasing  stipulations  to 
allow  implementation. 

•Completed  Record  of  Decision  for  the  Fence  Lake 
Federal  Coal  Lease. 

•  The  Fence  Lake  Federal  Coal  Lease  sale  was  approved  on 
October  1,  1991. 


PENDING  ACTIONS 

•  Conduct  investigations  and  complete  mineral  reports  on 
portions  of  Box  Canyon  and  Sawtooth  Special 
Management  Areas  being  proposed  for  withdrawal. 

•Permit  and  conduct  compliance  on  coal  exploration  in  the 
Fence  Lake  Federal  Coal  Lease. 

•Develop  a  community  sand  and  gravel  pit  south  of 
Socorro. 

•Continue  mineral  material  negotiated  sales  and  free-use 
permitting. 


WILDLIFE 


'Continue  compliance  of  surface  management  protection 
for  locatable  mineral  development. 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
1990 

•Completed  an  extensive  riparian  inventory  on  5,000  acres. 

•Completed  inspection  and  maintenance  on  over  50 
wildlife  waters 

•Completed  monitoring  on  four  Habitat  Management 
Plans  (HMPs)  and  two  ACECs. 

•Completed  development  of  the  San  Pedro  ACEC 
Protection  Plan. 

1991 

•Completed  Threatened  and  Endangered  (T&E)  Plant 
inventory  on  18,500  acres  within  San  Pedro,  Sawtooth, 
Ladron  Mountain,  and  Horse  Mountain  ACECs. 

•Completed  a  riparian  inventory  on  3,000  acres  (aerial 
photo). 

•Completed  monitoring  on  four  HMPs  and  two  ACECs. 

•Completed  two  riparian  reforestation  projects  consisting 
of  planting  875  cottonwood  and  black  willow  poles. 

•Completed  inspection  and  maintenance  on  over  50 
wildlife  waters. 

•Completed  development  of  the  San  Pedro  ACEC  Activity 
Plan. 

PENDING  ACTIONS 

•  Inspect  and  maintain  50  wildlife  waters,  20  raptor  prey 
poles,  and  20  enclosures. 

•Develop  the  Ladron  Mountain  ACEC  Activity  Plan. 

•Develop  the  Sawtooth  ACEC  Activity  Plan. 

•Develop  the  Rio  Salado  Riparian  Coordinated  Resource 
Management  Plan. 

•Monitor  four  HMPs  and  two  ACECs. 

•Complete  pronghorn  transplant  in  the  Nogal  HMP  area. 


RANGE 


•Complete  a  Resource  Area  elk  census  to  determine  use 

areas. 
•Complete  an  intensive  riparian  inventory  on  3,000  acres. 
•Complete  a  Resource  Area  prairie  dog  town  inventory. 
•Re-initiate  a  Resource  Area  annual  raptor  census. 
•Complete  Alamito  Spring  development  and  enclosure. 
•Complete  Green  Tank  riparian  enclosure. 

PROGRAM  NOTES 

The  SR  A  will  continue  to  implement  Wildlife  2000  and  Riparian 
2000  objectives  along  with  Area  specific  objectives  during  FY  92. 
Also,  beginning  in  1992,  the  SRA  will  begin  implementation  of 
Sikes  Act  Wildlife  Habitat  objectives. 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
1990 

•Installed  range  improvements  under  the  8100  program 

(see  Table  1). 
•  Installed  range  improvements  by  Section  4  range 

improvement  application  (see  Table  1). 

•Collected  monitoring  data  on  48  category  I  (improve) 
allotments. 

1991 

•Installed  range  improvements  under  the  8100  program 
(see  Table  1). 

•Installed  range  improvements  by  Section  4  range 
improvement  application  (see  Table  1). 

•Collected  monitoring  data  on  30  category  I  allotments. 

•Completed  nine  allotment  management  plans  (see  Table 
2). 

PENDING  ACTIONS 

•Complete  range  improvements  listed  for  FY  92  on  Table 

1. 
•Complete  three  proposed  activity  plans  (Table  2). 
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TABLE  1 

RANGE  IMPROVEMENTS 

FY 

CATEGORY    ALLOTMENT 

IMPROVEMENT 

CONTRIBUTING 

90 

NUMBER/NAME 

PLAN 

TYPE 

UNITS 

FUNDING  (%) 

M 

10017 

Patterson  Canyon 

AMP 

well 

1  ea. 

100 

90 

M 

01372 

Largo  Canyon 

GP 

pipeline 

43  mi. 

62 

90 

M 

10029 

Cross  Line 

AMP 

pipeline 

.6  mi. 

42 

90 

M 

01261 

Scott  Ranch 

pipeline 

12.4  mi. 

0 

90 

M 

00025 

Cow  Springs 

AMP 

fence 

.8  mi. 

80 

90 

M 

00105 

N.  Fork  Alamocito 

fence 

1.0  mi. 

100 

90 

I 

01159 

La  Jencia  Creek 

AMP 

Pipeline 

1.25  mi. 

100 

90 

I 

01254 

Bordo  Atravesado 

AMP 

well 

1  ea. 

100 

90 

1 

01259 

Four  Hills 

dirt  tank 

2ea. 

100 

90 

M 

01260 

Sierra  Larga 

pipeline 

.2  mi. 

100 

90 

M 

01275 

Oscura 

fence 

1.0  mi. 

100 

90 

I 

01280 

Tecolote  Draw 

GP 

well 

1  ea. 

100 

90 

M 

01298 

Wineglass 

GP 

pipeline 

5  mi. 

100 

90 

M 

01366 

Dragoo  Tank 

fence 

.5  mi. 

100 

90 

I 

10032 

Adobe  Ranch 

fence 

.2  mi. 

100 

90 

M 

10047 

Durfee 

AMP 

corral 

1  ea. 

100 

90 

M 

10066 

White  Water  Canyon 

AMP 

pipeline 

2.0  mi. 

100 

90 

I 

01279 

Silver  Canyon 

AMP 

brush  cont. 

1,200  ac. 

0 

90 

I 

001191 

Canada  Colorado 

AMP 

brush  cont. 

650  ac. 

0 

90 

M 

01303 

Jornada  Individual 

water  stor. 

1  ea. 

43 

90 

M 

01301 

White  Sage 

brush  cont. 

2,630  ac. 

0 

90 

1 

01252 

Silver  Road 

AMP 

well 

1  ea. 

100 

91 

M 

00092 

Agua  Fria  Creek 

AMP 

pipeline 

23  mi. 

0 

91 

I 

01279 

Silver  Canyon 

AMP 

pipeline 

8.0  mi. 

64 

91 

M 

01140 

Monte  Negro 

GP 

pipeline 

2.0  mi. 

0 

91 

M 

01365 

Black  Hills  Ranch 

cattleguard 

1  ea. 

0 

91 

I 

01280 

Tecolote  Draw 

GP 

cattleguard 

2ea. 

0 

91 

I 

01280 

Tecolote  Draw 

GP 

pipeline 

3  mi. 

100 

91 

I 

01280 

Tecolote  Draw 

GP 

corral 

1  ea. 

100 

91 

M 

01186 

West  Ladrone 

pipeline 

2.7  mi. 

100 

91 

M 

01297 

Puerticito  Del  Lemitar 

fence 

3  mi. 

100 

91 

I 

01262 

Las  Canas 

AMP 

dirt  tank 

1  ea. 

100 

92 

M 

01261 

Scott  Ranch 

pipeline 

2.0  mi. 

22 

92 

I 

01312 

La  Arenosa 

pipeline 

1.8  mi. 

29 

92 

I 

10032 

Adobe 

pipeline 

3.0  mi. 

39 

92 

I 

01279 

Silver  Canyon 

AMP 

fence 

1.8  mi. 

49 

92 

I 

00094 

Escondida  Creek 

AMP 

tcncc 

13  mi. 

51 

92 

I 

01262 

Las  Canas 

fence 

4.0  mi. 

66 

92 

M 

10016 

Jones  Place 

watershed 

0 

92 

I 

10088 

Mariano  Mesa  Ranch 

watershed 

0 

NOTES: 

*  AMP  =  Allotment  Management  Plan              GP  =  G 

razing  Plan 

11 


TABLE  2 

ACTIVITY  PLANS 

FY 

CATEGORY 

NUMBER              ALLOTMENT  NAME         PLAN  TYPE 

91 

01278 

Anaya  Well 

AMP 

Completed 

91 

01279 

Silver  Canyon 

AMP 

Completed 

91 

01252 

Silver  Road 

AMP 

Completed 

91 

01264 

Armijo  Community 

AMP 

Completed 

91 

01159 

La  Jencia  Creek 

AMP 

Completed 

91 

M 

00093 

Tres  Montosas 

AMP 

Completed 

91 

M 

01116 

Puertecito  Barranco 

AMP 

Completed 

91 

M 

01117 

Canon  Bonito 

AMP 

Completed 

91 

I 

01262 

Las  Canas 

AMP 

Completed 

92 

M 

01372 

Largo  Canyon 

AMP 

Revised 

92 

I 

00088 

Mariano  Mesa  Ranc 

h  AMP 

Revised 

92 

I 

01312 

La  Arenosa 
TABLE  3 

AMP 

Revised 

LIVESTOCK  USE  LEVEL  EVALUATIONS 

FY 

Category 

Allotment  Name 

Number 

Active  Preference 

92 

Commanche  Arroyo               01143 

24 

92 

Buffalo  Head 

01250 

144 

92 

Sand  Sage 

01253 

240 

92 

Bosquecito 

01255 

312 

92 

Four  Hills 

01259 

360 

92 

Tecolote  Draw 

01280 

2,388 

92 

Black  Mesa 

01263 

790 

92 

San  Antonio 

01308 

146 

92 

Rio  Grande 

01288 

264 

92 

San  Pedro 

01317 

240 

92 

M 

Largo  Canyon 

01372 

2,377 
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•Complete  11  livestock  use  level  evaluations  (Table  3). 

•Complete  three  allotment  category  evaluations  on  01302, 
01372,  and  01281  allotments. 

PROGRAM  NOTES 

Allotment  supervision  will  be  the  emphasis  for  range  manage- 
ment. 

Development  of  allotment  management  plans  (AMPs)  will 
continue  as  well  as  implementation  of  range  improvement 
projects  on  allotments.  Monitoring  of  allotments  will  continue 
with  emphasis  being  placed  on  I  category  allotments.  Also,  auto- 
mation of  the  range  program  will  continue  to  be  accomplished  on 
an  allotment  basis.  Accomplishments  will  be  dependent  upon 
staffing  and  funding  available  to  the  range  program. 


WILD  HORSES 


FORESTRY 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

199© 

•  Completed  vegetation  studies  and  census  of  herd  areas. 

1991 

•Revised  the  Bordo  Atravesado  Herd  Management  Plan. 
•Completed  vegetation  studies  and  census  of  herd  areas. 

PENDING  ACTIONS 

•Implementation  of  the  Bordo  Atravesado  Herd 
Management  Plan  will  proceed  as  funding  allows. 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
1990 

•  A  total  of  65,000  acres  of  woodland  were  opened  for 
personal  and  commercial  dead  and  down  fuelwood  sales. 

•A  total  of  2,300  acres  of  woodland  were  stand  typed  in 
anticipation  of  the  Pelona  Mountain  Woodland 
Management  Plan. 
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•  A  20-acre  sale  block  was  laid  out  and  marked  in  the 
Pelona  Mountain  Plan  area. 

•A  burn  plan  was  completed  for  the  Y-Timber  Sale  slab 
piles. 

•Slash  was  removed  from  the  Pietown  Woodland 
Management  Area. 

•Three  wood  trespasses  were  initiated,  investigated,  and 
settled  with  restitution  being  made  to  the  government. 

•  Completed  the  initial  feasibility  on  the  Estrada  Woodland 
Management  Project. 

1991 

•Completed  the  stand  assessment,  mapping,  and 
Geographic  Information  System  (CIS)  computer  mapping 
work  on  the  Pelona  Mountain  Woodland  Management 
Plan  Area. 

•Completed  the  stand  assessment,  mapping,  and  GIS  work 
on  the  Estrada  Woodland  Project  Area. 

•Completed  a  thinning  project  in  the  Pelona  Mountain 
Woodland  Area. 

•Setup  a  public  Christmas  tree  sale  area  near  Datil. 

•Completed  a  slash  removal  project  at  Carbon  Springs 
north  of  Magdalena. 

•Completed  a  post-commercial  thinning  project  in  the 
Y-Timber  Sale  area. 

•  Two  cases  of  firewood  theft  from  public  lands  were 
investigated  and  settled  with  restitution.  A  third  case  is 
under  investigation. 


SOIL,  AIR  AND  WATER 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

J199® 


•Completed  non-point  source  pollution  inventory. 

•Conducted  maintenance  on  Puertecito  Watershed. 

•Took  bimonthly  water  sample  from  the  Datil  Well 
Campground  for  analysis. 
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1991 

•  Constructed  16  rock  and  brush  structures  at  Chavez  Draw. 

•Completed  Fort  Craig  well  site  investigation. 

•Took  bimonthly  water  samples  from  the  Datil  Well 
Campground  for  analysis. 

•Completed  Estrada  Watershed  Plan  Amendment. 

PENDING  ACTIONS 

•Continue  to  work  on  Largo  Aqua  Fria  Watershed  Project. 
•Complete  Puertecito  SMA  Plan. 
•Complete  Santillanes  Watershed  Project. 


RECREATION 


1990 

•Issued  special  recreation  permits  to  seven  outfitters  and 
for  two  competitive  events  on  public  land. 

•Developed  brochure  for  Quebradas  Back  Country  Byway. 

•Through  volunteers,  completed  several  maintenance 
projects  at  Datil  Well  Campground. 

1991 

•Issued  special  recreation  permits  to  seven  outfitters  and 
for  one  competitive  event  held  on  public  land. 

•Dedicated  Quebradas  Back  Country  Byway. 

•Drafted  Socorro  Resource  Area  Recreation/Off  Road 
Vehicle  (ORV)  Brochure. 

•Developed  Draft  Recreation  Activity  Management  Plan 
for  Datil  Well  Campground. 

•  Completed  plan/EA  for  Continental  Divide  National 
Scenic  Trail. 

•  Constructed  34  miles  of  Continental  Divide  National 
Scenic  Trail. 

•Developed  Outfitter  and  Guide  supplemental  policy  for 
SRA. 

PENDING  ACTIONS 

•Issue  and  monitor  Special  Recreation  Permits. 
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'Conduct  tours  of  Quebradas  Back  Country  Byway. 

•Acquire  easement  for  Continental  Divide  National  Scenic 
Trail. 


PROGRAM  NOTES 

The  SRA  will  continue  to  incorporate  Recreation-2000  into 
program  management  and  RMP  implementation.  Some  as- 
sociated efforts  include  Adventures  in  the  Past  and  Legacy  99. 

The  need  for  access  to  public  land  by  recreationists  is  building 
as  a  major  issue .  This  is  due  to  increase  publicity  in  the  Albuquer- 
que area  of  recreation  resources  in  the  Socorro  Area.  There  is  a 
desire  by  Albuquerqueans  to  get  away  from  more  crowded  areas. 

Use  of  the  Quebradas  Back  Country  Byway  has  increased  sig- 
nificantly; requiring  more  frequent  road  maintenance.  Locally 
heavy  rains  and  erosive  conditions  make  this  task  more  difficult. 

Hunting  opportunities  have  increased  especially  for  elk  in 
Catron  County.  A  significant  workload  is  associated  with  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  outfitters  and  guides  responding  to 
these  opportunities. 


WILDERNESS 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

199© 


•Completed  prototype  Range  Improvement  and 
Maintenance  Plan  (RIM)  for  WSAs. 

•Closed  36  miles  of  roads  in  WSAs. 

•Installed  100  signs  in  WSAs  for  boundaries  and  Off-Road 
Vehicles  (ORVs). 

•Performed  105  WSA  patrols. 

•Completed  5  RIM  Plans  for  WSAs. 

•Installed  50  signs  for  WSA  boundaries  and  ORV. 

•Performed  69  WSA  patrols. 

•Final  Environmental  Impact  Statement  New  Mexico 
Statewide  Wilderness  Study  was  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


PENDING  ACTIONS 

•Continue  to  monitor  WSAs  for  compliance  with  the 
Interim  Management  Policy  and  Guidelines  for  Lands 
Under  Wilderness  Review. 


CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

1990 


•Conducted  the  Fort  Craig  Conference,  with  150  attendees. 

•Increased  public  awareness  of  Fort  Craig  through  public 
tours  of  the  site,  off-site  speaking  engagements, 
re-enactments,  living  history  days  and  news  releases. 

•Initiated  implementation  of  Phase  II  of  the  Fort  Craig 
SMA  Plan. 

•  Initiated  the  Fort  Craig  Field  School  through  cooperative 
agreement  with  the  Archaeological  and  Historical 
Research  Institute.  Completed  first  field  season  of  a 
planned  year  study. 

•  Completed  the  Fort  Craig  interpretative  signs  which  will 
be  installed  when  a  caretaker  is  on  site. 

1991 

•Completed  Phase  II  of  the  Fort  Craig  SMA  Plan. 

•Increased  public  awareness  of  Fort  Craig  through  public 
tours  of  the  site,  off-site  speaking  engagements, 
re-enactment,  living  history  days,  and  new  releases. 

•  Conducted  the  second  field  season  of  the  Fort  Craig  Field 
School. 

•Constructed  Phase  I  interior  foot  trails  at  Fort  Craig. 

PENDING  ACTIONS 

•Publish  papers  resulting  from  the  Fort  Craig  Conference 
as  an  in-depth  visitor's  guide. 

•Complete  interior  foot  trails  at  Fort  Craig. 

•Install  caretaker  facilities  at  Fort  Craig. 

•Install  interpretive  signs  at  Fort  Craig. 

•Continue  Fort  Craig  Field  School. 
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•Continue  tours  and  reenactment.  Combine  Fort  Craig 
events  with  local  "Festival  of  the  Cranes,"  and  begin 
promotion  of  visitation,  including  freeway  exit  signs,  once 
caretaker  is  in  place. 

•Continue  developments  at  Fort  Craig  toward  Phase  III  of 
the  five-phase  plan. 

•  Develop  management  plan  for  Arroyo  del  Tajo 
Pictograph  Site. 

•  Coordinate  ethnographic  and  cultural  site  mitigation  in 
supprt  to  the  Fence  Lake  Federal  Coal  Lease. 


LAW  ENFORCEMENT 


One  full-time  law  enforcement  ranger  is  assigned  to  the  SRA 
and  is  responsible  for  enforcing  all  applicable  laws  on  public  land . 
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APPENDIX  A 


APPENDIX  A 

SOCORRO  RESOURCE  AREA  ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENTS 

FISCAL  YEARS  1990  AND  1991 

Number 

Name  of  Environmental  Document                                       Co 

mpletion  Date 

NM-038-90-1 

Lorenzo  Vigil  Direct  Sale,  NM  75586 

11/28/89 

NM-038-90-2 

Jacobo  Vigil  Direct  Sale,  NM  75585 

11/28/89 

NM -038-90-3 

Escondida  Community  Pit,  NM  77488 
NM-038-NS-90- .001,  (Categorical  Exclusion  [CERD 

10/18/89 

NM-038-90-4 

Socorro  Electric  Cooperative  (SEC), Inc. 
Right-of-Way(ROW),NM  77375 

11/27/89 

NM -038-90-5 

Bureau  of  Reclamation,  NM  77485  NM-038-FUP-90-001 

11/06/89 

NM-038-90-6 

West  Well  Christmas  Tree  Area 

10/30/89 

NM -038-90-7 

New  Mexico  Travertine 

12/13/89 

NM-038-90-8 

Roberts  and  Prewett,  NM  77489 
NM-038-P9-90-001,CER 

11/01/89 

NM-038-90-9 

Cholla  Tank  &  Road  Water  Bar  Construction  Project 

11/05/90 

NM-038-90-10 

SEC,  Inc.  El  Paso  Natural  Gas  Cathodic  Protection 
Station  Power  Line  ROW,  NM  77478 

11/30/89 

NM-038-90-1 1 

Bureau  of  Reclamation  ROW,  NM  77484 

02/06/90 

NM-038-90-12 

Catron  County  Highway  12,  Gravel  Pit 
NM  67625,  NM-038-FUP-88-001 

11/17/89 

NM-038-90-1 3 

San  Pedro  ACEC  Protection  Plan 

02/07/90 

NM-038-90-14 

Lovato  Creosote  Control 

02/15/90 

NM -038-90-15 

Y-Ranch  Slab  Pile  Burn 

12/06/89 

NM-038-90-1 6 

Shaw  Mountain  Fence 

12/13/89 

NM-038-90-1 7 

Area-wide  Dead  and  Down  Fuelwood  Sale 

06/04/90 

NM-038-90-18 

SEC,  Inc.,  Contel  and  Shivers  Tap  ROW,  NM  77481 

02/01/90 

NM-038-90-19 

New  Mexico  Institute  of  Mining  and  Technology 
TERA  Group  Warning  Signs  ROW,  NM  77487 

02/01/90 

NM-038-90-20 

SEC,  Inc.  ROW,  NM  77493 

02/01/90 

NM-038-90-21 

SEC,  Inc.  ROW,  NM  77494 

01/29/90 

NM-038-90-22 

Leandro  Aragon  on  Change-in-Class  of  Livestock 

04/01/90 

NM-038-90-23 

Red  Butte  Fence 

03/05/90 

NM -03  8-90-24 

Short  Cut  Road  Cattleguards,  CER 

02/16/90 

NM -03  8-90-25 

County  of  Socorro  ROW,  NM  82668 

03/15/90 

NM-038-90-26 

Patterson  Canyon  Well 

01/17/90 

NM -03  8-90-27 

Nogal  Creosote  Project 

04/16/90 

NM -03  8-90-28 

New  Mexico  Travertine,  NM  77490 

Canceled 

NM-038-90-29 

Western  New  Mexico  Telephone  (WNMT)  Company  ROW,  04/25/90 

NM  82607 

NM-038-90-30 

Lawrence  Hefner  ROW,  NM  82670 

12/08/90 

NM-038-90-31 

Ramon  Soto  Color-of-Title,  NM  77482 

Pending 

NM-038-90-32 

New  Mexico  State  Highway  Department  (NMSHD) 
Sand  and  Gravel,  NM-038-FUP-90-009,  CER 

03/14/90 

NM -038-90-33 

NMSHD  Fill  Material,  NM-038-FUP-90-010 

03/14/90 

NM -038-90-34 

Bordo  Atravesado  Burn 

03/12/90 

NM-038-90-35 

Valle  de  Adrian  Well  and  Facilities 

02/15/90 

NM-038-90-36 

Sacate  Fence 

03/20/90 

NM-038-90-37 

Hamwood  Honey  Apiary  Site,  CER 

04/09/90 

NM-038-90-38 

NMSHD,  NM  82692,  NM-038-FUP-90-01 1 

04/10/90 

NM-038-90-39 

Lutz  Canyon  Pipeline 

05/08/90 

NM -038-90-40 

AT&T  Right-of-Way,  NM  82690 

Canceled 

NM-038-90-41 

New  Mexico  Desert  Racing  Association  Annual  Race 

04/24/90 
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APPENDIX   A 

SOCORRO  RESOURCE  AREA  ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENTS 

FISCAL  YEARS  1990  AND  1991  (CONTINUED) 

Number 

Names  Of  Environmental  Document                                   Co 

mpletion  Date 

NM -03  8-90-42 

Rock  Creek  Creosote  Project 

07/23/90 

NM -03  8-90-43 

Las  Canas  Well 

04/26/90 

NM -03  8-90-44 

Lugarda  Gibbons  Color-of-Title,  NM  40563 

12/18/90 

NM -03  8-90-45 

Jose  Aragon  Sale,  NM  82671 

12/14/90 

NM -03  8-90-46 

Gogonio  Vallejos  Sale,  NM  82672 

12/14/90 

NM-038-90-47 

Andrew  Aragon  Sale,NM  82673 

12/14/90 

NM -03  8-90-48 

Lugarda  Gibbons  Sale,  NM  82674 

12/14/90 

NM -038-90-49 

Lugarda  Gibbons  &  Phillip  Candelaria  Sale,  NM  82675 

12/14/90 

NM-038-90-50 

Juan  and  Francis  Mata  Sale,  NM  82676 

12/14/90 

NM -038-90-51 

Samuel  Gutierrez  Sale,  NM  82677 

12/14/90 

NM -03  8-90-52 

Raymundo  Gutierrez  Sale,  NM  82678 

12/14/90 

NM-038-90-53 

Juan  and  Ramona  Gutierrez  Sale,  NM  82679 

12/14/90 

NM -03  8-90-54 

Lorrie  Vallejos  Sarafin  Sale,  NM  82680 

12/14/90 

NM -03  8-90-55 

McKinley  Pipeline,  CER 

05/08/90 

■     NM -03  8-90-56 

Don  Christianson  Gravel,  NM-038-NS-90-002,  CER 

05/18/90 

NM-038-90-57 

Old  San  Antonio  Access  Barrier,  NM  0510569,  CER 

05/29/90 

NM-038-90-58 

Ander  Aldeghi  Cinder,  NM  82700, 
NM-038-NS-90-003,CER 

05/29/90 

NM -03  8-90-59 

Chavez  Draw  Watershed  Rehabilitation  Project 

06/01/90 

NM -03  8-90-60 

Sawtooth  ACEC  Protection  Plan 

12/10/90 

NM -03  8-90-61 

Antelope  Well  Easement,  NM  82681 

Pending 

NM -038-90-62 

Sanchez  Tank 

07/17/90 

NM -038-90-63 

Arroyo  del  Tajo  Withdrawal,  NM  77967 

12/28/90 

NM-038-90-64 

Pueblito  Rock  Sale,  NM  82702,  NM-038-NS-90-004,  CER 

06/18/90 

NM -03  8-90-65 

Hayes  Pipeline 

06/28/90 

NM -03  8-90-66 

Devil's  Hill  Emergency  Fire  Rehabilitation  Plan 

07/26/90 

NM -038-90-67 

Escuidilla  Bonita  Acres  Project  Amendment, 
NM  82607,  CER 

07/26/90 

NM-038-90-68 

Box  Lake  Erosion  Control 

07/17/90 

NM -03  8-90-69 

San  Pedro  Detention  Dam 

07/18/90 

NM -03  8-90-70 

Parida  Fence 

08/28/90 

NM -03  8-90-71 

Kelly  Pipeline 

08/20/90 

NM -03  8-90-72 

U.S.  West  Communications  Right-of-Way,  NM  82704 

12/17/90 

NM -03  8-90-73 

Cerro  Montosa  Fence 

08/23/90 

NM -038-90-74 

Donatello  Well 

05/10/90 

NM-038-90-75 

Escondido  Tree  Clearing 

06/29/90 

NM -03  8-90-76 

Tanque  Escondido 

05/23/90 

NM-038-90-77 

NM  Rural  Service  Area  3,  Contel  Cellular 
Communication  Site/Access  Road,  NM  82685 

09/21/90 

NM-038-90-78 

NMSHD,  San  Pedro  Drainage  Project,  NM  82707 

Canceled 

NM-038-90-79 

J.D.  Simpson,  et.  al.,  Color-of-Title,  NM  82705 

12/10/90 

NM-038-90-80 

NMSHD,  San  Pedro  Drainage  Project,  NM  82707 

10/12/90 

NM-038-90-81 

City  of  Socorro  Landfill  Reclamation,  NM  82688 

10/04/90 

NM -03  8-9 1-01 

Rio  Salado  Riparian  Project 

02/08/91 

NM-038-91-02 

Quates  Treatment 

10/10/90 

NM-038-91-03 

Iron  Mine  Cattleguard,  CER 

10/17/90 

NM-038-91-04 

Donnis  Cattleguard,  CER 

10/17/90 

NM -03  8-9 1-05 

Buffalo  Cattleguard,  CER 

10/17/90 

NM-038-91-06 

4-0 'Clock  Seed  Sale 

10/22/90 

NM-038-91-07 

Cholla  Pipeline  Construction 

10/30/90 
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SOCORRO  RESOURCE  AREA  ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENTS 

FISCAL  YEARS  1990  AND  1991  (CONTINUED) 

Number 

Name  of  Environmental  Document                                      Completion  Date 

NM -03  8-9 1-08 

Carbon  Springs  Maintenance  and  Enclosure 

06/03/91 

NM-038-91-09 

Horse  Mountain  Pipeline 

11/28/90 

NM -038-91-10 

Continental  Divide  National  Scenic  Trail 

10/15/90 

NM-038-91-11 

Four  Sections  Nonrenewable  Grazing  Authorization 

04/17/91 

NM -038-91-12 

Bull  Pasture  Fence 

02/15/91 

NM-038-91-13 

Estrada  Vegetation  Treatment 

Pending 

NM-038-91-14 

SEC,  Inc.,  ROW,  NM  82717 

03/25/91 

NM -038-91-15 

Zuni  Salt  Lake  Access  ROW,  NM  83775 

06/13/91 

NM -038-91-16 

El  Ojo  del  Chupadera  Silver  Mine 
Timothy  Apodaca,NM  83778 

04/12/91 

NM-038-91-17 

Muncy  Temporary  Pipeline  and  Trough 

04/03/91 

NM -038-91-18 

Cibola  Draw  Burn 

08/08/91 

NM -038-91-19 

Valle  de  Adrian  Corral 

03/22/91 

NM -03  8-9 1-20 

Mid-7  Thinning,  CER 

04/04/91 

NM -038-91-21 

NMSHD.NM  75507,  CER 

04/05/91 

NM -03  8-9 1-22 

SEC,  Inc.  ROW,  NM  83779 

06/13/91 

NM-038-91-23 

Carbon  Springs  Salt  Cedar  Removal,  CER 

04/09/91 

NM-038-91-24 

WNMT  ROW,  Amendment  NM  45791 

05/24/91 

NM -03  8-9 1-25 

WNMT  ROW,  Amendment  NM  52190 

05/24/91 

NM -038-91-26 

WNMT  ROW,  Amendment  NM  52225 

05/24/91 

NM-038-91-27 

Goesling  Pipeline,  Storage  and  Troughs 

10/30/91 

NM -038-91-28 

Competitive  Public  Sale,  NM  83784 

04/29/91 

NM-038-91-29 

Raphael  Cattleguard,  CER 

Pending 

NM -038-91-30 

AT&T  ROW,  NM  83786,  CER 

05/30/91 

NM-038-91-31 

Lemitar  Landfill  Fencing,  NM0561076 
and  NM  45777,  CER 

05/30/91 

NM -03  8-9 1-32 

Magdalena  Sawmill  Disposal,  CER 

07/09/91 

NM-038-91-33 

LB  and  Stallings  Reservoir  Maintenance 

03/14/91 

NM -03  8-9 1-34 

San  Lorenzo  Cattleguard,  CER 

06/07/91 

NM-038-91-35 

La  Jencia  Creek  Allotment  Spring  and 
Reservoir  Maintenance 

06/03/91 

NM-038-91-36 

Santillanes  Watershed  Project 

Pending 

NM-038-91-37 

Dante  Pipeline  and  Troughs 

06/13/91 

NM -038-91-38 

Continental  Divide  Trail  Easement,  NM  83777 

Pending 

NM -038-91-39 

Pie  Town  Material  Test  Pits,  NM  83789, 
NM  -03  8-NS-9 1-002 

07/17/91 

NM-038-91-40 

Pie  Town  Material  Test  Pits  Amended,  NM  83789 

07/23/91 

NM-038-91-41 

Pipeline  de  Caballos  Salvage 

07-31-91 

NM-038-91-42 

County  of  Socorro,  ROW,  NM  83792,  CER 

09/23/91 

NM-038-91-43 

Maisel  Soil  Retention 

Pending 

NM -038-91-44 

Barton  Soil  Retention 

Pending 

NM -038-91-45 

Shivers  Interior  Fence 

Pending 

NM -038-91-46 

YD  Pipeline 

08/13/91 

NM -038-91-47 

NMSHD,  Amendment  NM  67581      ■ 

Pending 

NM -038-91-48 

Apache  Kid  Trail  Endurance  Ride 

08/21/91 

NM -03  8-9 1-49 

Chavez  CCC  Tank  Silt  Removal 

08/23/91 

NM-038-91-50 

Boyd  Exchange 

Pending 

NM-038-91-51 

Pipeline  de  Caballos  Salvage 

08/26/91 

NM-038-91-52 

Floyd  Savedra  ROW,  NM  83793 

09/23/91 

21 


APPENDIX    A 

SOCORRO  RESOURCE  AREA  ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENTS 

FISCAL  YEARS  1990  AND  1991  (CONCLUDED) 


Number 


NM-038-91-53 

NM-038-91-54 

NM -03  8-9 1-55 
NM-038-91-56 
NM -03  8-9 1-57 
NM -038-91-58 
NM-038-91-59 
NM-038-91-60 


Name  of  Environmental  Document 


Completion  Date 


Mountain  States  Petroleum  Corporation 

MattieLacyNo.l.NM  83477 

J.R.  Hale  Contracting  Compancy,  Inc.,  conducted 

under  NMSHD,NM  83795,  NM-038-FUP-91-011 

Kimball  Pinyon  Nut  Sale,  CER 

Escondido  Creek  Fence 

Quail  Pipeline  Extension 

Clint  Martin  Fence 

Montonera  Fence 

SEC,  Inc.,  ROW,  Amendment  NM  82717 


09/04/91 

09/16/91 

09/24/91 
Pending 
Pending 
Pending 
Pending 
Pending 


4&& 
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